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2007 -2008

Small World provides arts activities for young people and the wider community in Keigh-
ley. We have a well resourced base from which we run sessions and also work across
the town with a variety of organisations.

We have had another busy year for as we continue to build up sessions from our base at
smallworld cp on Russell Street and keep our links with community based work in schools
and centres.

Projects this year:

o000 O0O0O0CO0C0O00OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0O0O0O0O0O0000O

Holycroft School Fantastic Fridays

Oakbank School Mural

Guardhouse School Summer Scheme

Expressive Arts Project

Postcards of Keighley

Haworth Arts Festival

Puppets with Childminding support unit

T in the Park at Bangladeshi Community Association
Beginners Drumming Group

Lantern making at Bangladeshi Community Association
Banner & carnival art at Greenhead School
Keighley Gala

Science Fiction film

Creative Writing project re - launched
Website redesign Project

Saturday Club

Keighley Tapestry public showing

Wordflight Trip to Ireland

Felt making with the JOIN group

Day events for Dalton Lane, Chand Raat and
International Womens Day
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We also helped to establish the Keighley Learning Partnership at the beginning of the
year, working with Craven College and a range of partner groups to increase the avail-
ability of Neighbourhood Learning. We are keen to develop educational links as we
would eventually like to offer a course at Small World which would give young people an
accreditation in arts

Over the year this has equated to;

C Over 5500 participant places
Work with 18 local organisations

Employment for 7 local artists
6 volunteer places

O O O O

7 work experience placements

A big thank you to all the volunteers who have put in their time and energy to keep Small
World running smoothly, particularly to keep the Saturday Club going:

Andy Horrell

Anita Shellabear
Shanaz Gulzar
Daren Medley
Kathie McClelland

Kat Brown

O O O O O O

1 Kat has now found employment in Bangkoki Teac hi ng Yor kshire to
i n n Bhe &rained in TEFL and with her degree and her experience at Small World;
she found a post almost immediately. We miss her hugely and wish her all the best

for the future
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CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT

This project is a return of the one run by Sam from Small World and Susan Brown for-
merly of Keighley Young Women's Unit, part of the Youth Service. It had originally been
established to address a real need which Susan had identified through her work with
young women at risk and ran for two years working with all three secondary schools in
Keighley.

The project was put on hold as Susan became pregnant and later left the Youth Service,
but there was a determination to continue the project as it had been so successful.

Thanks to a grant from the Tudor Trust the project was re-launched in October 2007 with
new recruits Nancy Pike and Cherita Payne (who joined in December) and has gone from
strength to strength in its work with young women aged 11-25 including young mums.

Here are some of the things said about the involvement on the project:-

ol felt [ was brave in this week because of I

OWe got to know each other more and the proje

6The thing I have most enjoyed about this co
space to be myself and take a bit of time out

6l | iked working with other people and al so |
6The thing | have enjoyed the most was the <cr
thought | was good at writing, but | am.2o

6l think it was good because everyone worked
ol have | earnt so muethh te cyaaws ed mrf 6tt hh asv @@ rtog elc
to do art. |1 ove | earnt | oads from my teachers
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My Story of Small World

It all started during November 07, | was in a dark place in my life. A 17 year old who had
no G.C.S.E6s and felt very |l ost and was
due to having M.E and depression all through school. | went straight into work. At the
time | was happy with having some money. As the years went on | became very frus-
trated with not having an interest in anything and working in a dead end job just for
money. The darkness was not getting any lighter and something had to be done.

| was regularly going to connexions to see if | could maybe find a better job or a course,
but there were no places for me in any college. | had a talk with one of the people who
worked there, she told me about a small course which consisted of creative writing, visual
arts, making things, and in the brief it said it was designed for people who were maybe a
bit troubled and wanted to do something! It sounded right up my street. She told me to go
straight away as they were putting taster sessions on that day.

suf f e

't wasnot far to go at al | I knocked on

young women with a kind smile. | said | had been sent to get a form to sign up, she said
we are making felts and silk paintings if | wanted to stay there and then. | was amazed to
see such a fantastic studio which | had
thing like it before. | felt calm and happy straight away. | was shown clearly and in detalil
what to do and it was so much fun; fun that | had not felt in a long time.

There were a small group of people there, mostly young mums. | thought this was a bril-
liant way for young mums to have some time doing something for themselves. | started
talking to a lovely girl who had three little ones and had just lost her mum. She said she
had felt like her head was in such a mess, and doing something creative and practical
was just what she needed to take her mind of the awful feelings. | felt exactly the same. |

neve

was enjoying myself and wanted to do mor e

thing before, and it was such a sudden relief to realize that my life was not so much in the
dark.

| signed up straight away for a two hour session a week on a Tuesday. We had two main
teachers who were more like art full friends. It was a small group so we could work
closely and independently. During the weeks we explored creative writing exercises; us-
ing our emotions and putting them into an image. We did sculpturing which was difficult
but the outcome produced a flower that hung from the ceiling. It was great to work with
di fferent peopl e. Al t hough one girl coul
what she was going through and how people do not understand it. We always discussed
important issues such as poverty which turned into a photo story; that was a lot of fun.
We dressed up and photographed our concept on poverty about how trainers are made in
horrible conditions and are sold in our stores for a fortune.
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Next we had a | ong discussion on womendos har

for everybody in the group; sharing experiences and stories. In the end we got a lot out of
it and we all felt so much better in ourselves and how it can be portrayed through art.

By this time in the project the months had flown by and | had decided this was without a
doubt what | wanted to do. | looked through the colleges at the art and design courses. |
had sent applications off, but | needed to produce a portfolio, seen as | had never done
art at school because not only in my case but a lot of other peoples, the art teachers and
their teaching methods had put us right off. For example, they used to lay out all the work
on the table at school and would choose which one was best, you were always told that
you were doing it wrong and would get set things you had to do. | have discovered art
should not be like this. Art is free, no ones work in art is right or wrong - it is what has
come from them individually. And there is not a set thing in art, it has so many different
parts to it- such as painting, drawing, sculpturing, media, textiles. People have different
specialities and if you are told you cannot do something in one of them, we tend to think
well I am not good enough to do any of it. So during the next couple of months | started
putting together work to try to get me a place at college. | made a painting, a 3D interac-
tive book with different levels and a large collage. This could have only been possible
thanks to the equipment and resources at small world.

| went for an interview at Shipley college, taking my portfolio, and had to do an entry test
because | had no G.C.S. EO6s. I was very
week later | received a phone call saying not only had | got in but | had been offered a
place on the BTec National course of art and design, which meant | did not have to do
BTec 1°. This was fantastic news. | had somehow managed to save a year and would be
on a course that achieved A levels other than being put on the first course that achieved
G.C.S. Eb6s.

All this had happened because of small world! | had been a very sad person with no
knowledge in art and design and left be-

ing so much happier, | rarely suffer from

depression now and | put it down to hav-

ing an interest only discovered due to

small world. | have now started my

course and am thoroughly enjoying it. |

will not stop coming to small world and |

am able to do my course work here as it

such a peaceful, calm and useful place

to have. | can not emphasise enough

how much it has helped me. And the

people in my group, | know it has defi-

nitely helped them as well. From the start

to the finish you could see such a

change and development in my group.

| would like to say confidently, that this

project could help so many others like
myself and with different circumstances,
and people who just want to do some-
thing as a hobby.

CREATIVE WRITING

PARTICIPANT, 2008
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